





Vol. IX. 


Numb, 56. 


THE 


‘Se ‘ , 
‘A Perfecution of Diffenters begun by fome Fuftices in Carnarvanhhire, for not coming to Church. 


The pretended Reafons of it from the Toleration- AG confider’d. A fhort Account of the Ate- 
thods of the Faction to bring us into Contempt Abroad, and Confufion at Home; with fome Ca- 


weats to them. 





From CUeonefoap, July 26. ¢ 


o Saturday, July 29. 17:10. 





Sawa Letter from the Country t’o- 
ther day, Mafter, with an Account 
that fome of the Jultices in Carnar- 
vanfpire have begun to perfecutePro- 
teftant Diffenters there for not coming to Church. 
Itake this to be a very fair Commentary upon 
Dr. Sacheverel’s Text, that he cannot, after all his 
Enquiry, find there’s any fuch thing asa Toleration 
tablifvd by Law , and a plainproof of the Infin- 
cerity of the Faction in their Pretences of Tender- 
nefs to Confciencestruly Jcrupulous. 

Obf. ’Twould feem, Roger, thefe Perfecutors 
are fome of the Gentlemen of that County, who, 
as the Poftboy inform’d us, had enter’d into an Affo- 
Ciation neither to buy nor fell with Diffenters : 
bat whether it be fo or not, I think they deferve 
to lofe their Commiffions, for acting contrary to 
her Majefty’s Declaration from the Throne, that 
the Toleration fhould be kept inviolable. Befides, 
Roger, thofe Juitices ftand charg’d, by the Occafio- 
nal Bill of their own Party, as acting contrary to 
the Doétrine of the Church of England, which is 
there declar’d to be againft Perfecution for Con- 
fcience ; fo that they muft of neceflity be Falfe 
Brethren, even in the Judgment of their own 
Friends. But pray, what are the Reafons aflign’u 
for this Perfecution ? 

Coantrym. The Letter fays, Mafter, that the 
Juftices ailedg the D.ffenters are oblig’d by the 
Ad to take the Oaths of Allegiance and Suprema- 
cy, appointed in the 1ft of William and Mary, 
cap. 1. and to fign the Declaration of the 3oth of 
Car. II. cap. 1. Stat. 2. before they have the Liber- 
ty of going to Meetings: and tho the Perfons they 

ve begun to profecute offer’d to take thofe Oaths, 
and to iizn that Declaration, the Juftices will not 
allow them to doit, but go on with their Perfe- 
cution. 

Obf. We fee what the Party would be at, Roger. 
They are Enemies to the Peace of the Kingdom, 
and to the Union of the Proteftant Subjects in In- 
tereftand Affection, which is the Defign of the 
Toleration-A@. They are refolv'd to try all Me- 
thods to bring us into Confufion at home, and Con- | 
tempt abroad. 1. They try’d their Occafional bill. | 
2. Their Tack. 3. A French Invafion, headed by | 
the Pretender. 4. Seditious Sermons and Libels | 
again(ft her Majefty’s Adminiftration. §. Mobs | 
and Rebellions, in defence of an Incendiary try’d 
for thofe Crimes. 6. Infults upon the Government 
by Mobs, and Bonfires upon his Conviction, be- 
caufe his Sentence was fo mild. 7. Seditious and 
Treafonable Addreffes to run down the Miniftry, 
and diffolve the Parliament. 8. Rebellious Proce(- 
fions with Colours and Drums, to attend their 
Tool Sacheverel thro the Country, in contempt of 
Queen and Parliament. And now they are come to 

Perfecution. There’s nothing miore for them to do 
Roger, but to break out into a form’d Rebellion, fall 


Country. 





to cutting of Throats, and plundering and bura- 
ing of Houfes. They made a fair beginning while 
the Parliament fat ; but either their Courage fail'd 
them, or the Plot was not ripe. ’Tis not improba- 
ble that they may renewthe Attempt at the next 
Elections ; but they had beft take care, the Fyes 
of the Nation are pretty well open’d. Every bo- 
dy is now fenfible that our Publick Credit is funk, 
and declines daily, according as the Faction pre- 
vails ; that our Jacobites and Papifts are grown fo 
infolent, as to publifh Libels ftuffd with High 
Treafon. Lefley’s Good Old Caufe is a very clear 
proof of this, as well as a direct Signal of Rebel- 
lion; he values himfelf asbeing the privcipal Inftru- 
ment of a Gloriows Revolution at hand. The French 
Court brags of what Sacheverel has perforin’d, and 
promife themfelves great things from what he and 
his Party have ftill in Referve: Upon the Confi- 
dence of this they have broke off the Negotiations 
of Peace, and the Pretender makes his Claim by 
Medals, to the Tune of our Tory-Addrefles. Now, 
Roger, we may appeal to all Mankind, whether a- 
ny thing has happen’d Abroad that could occafion 
fuch Turns: Her Majefty’s Arms, and thofe of 
her Confederates, triumph by Land; and our Na- 
val Force, in conjunction with the Dutch, are Mal- 
tersat Sea. Then fince the Cafe is fo, we muft 
look for the Caufe at home, which is manifeftly 
the Condu& of our High-Church Tories. This 
muft certainly bring the Refentments of the Na- 
tion uponthemat lait, for the honett Britains will 
never iubmit tobe Papifts and Slaves. 

Countrym. Lam perfedly of your Opinion, Mat 
ter; but pray give me your Thoughts of the Cur- 
ee Perfecution, and the Xeafons alledy’d 
or if, 

Obf. Tamof Opinion, Pozer, that thofe Wels 
Juftices are equally ver?d in Religion and Law ; 
orin plain Englith, that they know nothing of 
either. To perfecute their Brethten for things, 
which the Church owns to be indifferent, in the 
Preface to the Commen-Praycr-Book, is contrary 
to the great Rule of the Golpel, which is, that we 
foould love one another. This 1s the Badg which 
our Saviour has given, to diftingailh his Dilciples 
from the reft of the World: and fince Ged has 
declar’d bimfelf to be Love, they that want it are 
none of hisChildren. Thefe Juftices have as plain- 
ly difcover’d theit Ignorance of the Laws of the 
Land ; for by the Toletfation A@, the Diffenting 
Laity are not enjoin’d to take thofe Oaths, or to 
fign that Declaration, unlefs they be tender’d to 
them. This appears by the 13th Paragraph of the 
A@, where ’tis faid, Every Jauch Perfon that foal! 
make and fubfcribe the two Declarations and Pro- 
feffon aforelaid, BEING THEREUNTO 
REQUIR’D, fthall be exempted from all the 
Pains and Penaltys of the aforemention’d Statutes. 
Tis true, this Claufe has a particular refpe to 
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fach Diffentersas fcruple the taking of Oaths ; 


no body can fuppo 


more Favour to them t the 
who are by far more numerous and confiderable : 


ore the Equity of the Claufe muft reach to | 
on for here can ee : more reafon why they 
wuld be oblig’d to offer their : 
oe without being tender’d, than that the other 
Diffenters, who fcruple Oaths, fhould fo offer their 
Declarations and Profeflion, For if thofe Juftices 
bein the right, That none fhall have liberty to 
go to Meetings but fach as previoully take thofe 
Oaths, ec. the Children of Diffenters, who are 
not capable of taking the Oaths, figning the De- 
clarations and making the Profeilion, are excluded 
from the Benefit of the Toleration till they be of 
fufficient Age: which is fo very abfard, that ’tis 
not to be fuppos’d the Parliament ever thought 
of it. 

In the next place, the Juftices are exprefly en- 
join'd, by the fecond Paragraph, to tender the Oaths 
and Declarations to {uch Perfons as offer to take, 
make, and Subfcribe the fame, and thercof to keep a 
Regifter : Andby the fourth Paragraph tis enacted, 
That fuch as take the faid Oaths, and make and fub- 
feribe the {aid Declarations, foall not be liable to any 
of the Penalties of the Laws for Nonconformity, 
Then fince there is no time limited for their {wear- 
ing and fub{cribing, their offering it at any time 
of their own accord, or when requir’d, ought to 
be accepted, and Profecution ftop’d. So that I 
think the Perfons under trouble in Carnarvan-fhire 
have a better Plea to profecute the Juftices for re- 
fufing to adminiiter the Oaths, than they have to 
profecute them for not taking them without being 
tender’d. ; 

But to make this yet more clear, Roger, ’tis to 

be confider’d that the Defign of thofe Oaths, Sub- 
{criptions, and Declarations, isto prevent Papiffs, 
having any Benefit by the Toleration, as appears 
by the faid Oaths and Declarations themfelves. 
Therefore they feem not enjoin’d to be taken, to 
qualify the Proteftant Diffenting Laity to go to 
Meetings ; but on the contrary, ate defign’d as a 
Security to prevent their being malicioufly profe- 
cuted on {ufpicion of being Papifts : and on their 
taking and making them, either of their own accord, 
or when requir’d, they are to be exempted from 
the Penaltys of the Laws again{t Nonconformity. 

Tins is yet more plain, Roger, by the twelfth Pa- 
ragraph of the Toleration-A& 5 where Juttices 
are impower'd to require the faid Oaths, Subfcrip- 
tion, and Declaration, from any Perfon that goes 
to Meetings; upon their firft Refafal to commit 
them without Bail or Mainprize, and upon a fe- 
cond to punifh ‘em as Popifh Recufants convid. 
From wheunce’tis plain, that none are to be punifh’d 
for going to Meetings without taking the faid 
Oaths, but for refufing them afterwards when ten- 
der’'d: and °tis alfo plain, both from this Para- 
graph and the fourth abovemention’d, that upon 


taking the faid Oaths, Gc. they are to be exempted | 


from all the Penalties of Nonconformity. And 
fince there is no other Exception made againft ex- 
empting Diffenters, on taking the Oaths, from the 
faid Penalties, befides their meeting with Doors 
lock’d, bar'd, or bolted; let the Carnarvanpire 
Juttices take heed, lett they be call’d to an ac- 
count for ufurping the Legiflative Authority. That 
no man ought to be wifer than the Law, or to diftin- 
guifh where that does not, are kiown Maxims of the 
Englify Law, as is afferted by Coke in Calvin's Cafe, 
and elfewhere. We may therefore reafonably con- 
clade, that upon an Appeal above, thofe Jultices 








but | will be found criminal, and the PI 


fe the Legiflature intended any ; Damages : but all this is with Su 
. han . the other Diffenters,' Learned in the Law, Roger. 


ha 
Oaths atid Subfcrip- | Laity ; How_does the Cafe ftand with re] 


aintiffs allow 
bmiffion to thy 


Countrym, 1 thank you, Mafter: I th; 
ve made the Cafe very plain both 7 
Reafon: But you {peak only of th 


| Chink you 
in Law i 
e Diffentin 

their Clergy ? es 
Obf. You told me only of a Profecution of the 
Laity, Roger; therefore I faid nothing of their 
Clergy. But by the laft Paragraph of the Tolera. 
tion-Act, they are to fet up no Meeting til} the 
Place be certify’d to the Bifhop, Archdeacon, of 
Juftices of Peace; nor to meet afterwards with 
Doors lock’d, barr’d, or bolted. Upon certifying 

the Place, they have Liberty to meet ; and Upon 

taking the Oaths, Gc. and figning fuch Articles 

of the Church, ec. as are enjoin’d, they are ex. 

empted from the Penaltys of Nonconformity, 

that, as I have faid formerly, Roger, the Toleration 

is fo far from weakning the Church of England, 

that it ftrengthens her hands, and lifts all the Dif. 
fenters under the Banner of her Do@trine, in op- 
pofition to the Charch of Rome, even the Quakers 

not excepted ; for they are oblig’d to declare their 
Belief of the Trinity, and the Divine Infpiration 
of the Old and New Teftament, which by necef- 
fary confequence they muft take for the Rule of 
their Faith and Manners; and that’s the great 
Criterion of all Proteftants, which diftinguithes 
them from Papifts and other Hereticks. 

Countrym, Vhis lets us fee the Unreafonablenefs 
of thofe Men who libel the Queen and Parliament, 
as having eftablifh’d Schifm, Fanaticifm, and | 
don’t know what, Mafter. Itdifcovers them to be 
Enemies to the Peace of the Nation, and that they 
are engag’d in a Confpiracy to ruin its Credit: for 
if the Doctrine of Sacheverel, for exterminating 
Diffenters, and the Practice of thofe Juftices in 
perfecuting "em, be follow’d, the Moderate Church. 
men muit be taken to task next, and perfecuted, to 
the LofS of their Lives and Eftates, as in fome of 
our late Reigns, for maintaining the Principles 
which brought about the Revolution, and ftand- 
ing by the Declaration of Rights, which the Fac: 
tion have condemn’d as Rebellious and Antimonpar- 
chical Principles. If they treat us thus, Matter, 
while they have the Halter about their necks, by 
the Laws which eftablifh the Revolution and the 
Succeflion, what will they do, if ever they get 
the Adminiftration intirely into their hands, and 
a Parliament to their mind ? They offer her Ma- 
jelty two Titles, or Stools now, inftead of one 
folid Throne : but if ever that be the Cafe, I am 
afraid they will make good an Englifh Proverb; 





fince the Pretender is fo far already embolden’d 
by their Condu@, as to offer at pulling the Throne 


from under her. 
tk E Managers and Direétors of the Lottery 

give notice, that they have, by their Order, 
fpecialiy appointed Andrew Bell Bookfeller, at the Cro/s 
Keys and Biblein Cornhil, near Stocks. Market, to Print 
and Publifh the Benefit-Tickets arifing in every day’s 
Drawing ; and that the faid Benefit-Tickets will ac 
cordingly be Printed and Publifh’d by him the fame 
Night they aredrawn, and expos’d to publick Sale, 
at a Price not exceeding one Penny ; and that any 
Account publifh’d by any other Perfon or Perfons, 
otherwife than by the faid Andrew Bell, is not to be de- 
pended on, he having from the faid Managers and 
Directors the only correét Copy of every day’s Draw- 
ing. 

By Order of the Managers and Direttors. 


July 256 1710. F, Sorell, X Secretaries. 
R. Georges, 
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